
PROCEEDINGS 
OF 

CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE 

CITY OF LOWELL 
 
 
For the Regular Meeting of MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2005 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Charles Myers and Deputy City 
Clerk Susan Ullery called Roll. 
 
Present: Councilmembers Hodges, Mathews, Pfaller and Mayor Pro Tem Myers. 
 
Absent:  Mayor Shores.  
 
Also Present: City Manager David Pasquale, Deputy City Clerk Susan Ullery, Police Chief 

Jim Valentine and Police Officer James Hinton. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY HODGES and seconded by MATHEWS to excuse the absence of Mayor 
Shores. 
 
YEA:  4. NAY:  0. ABSENT: 1.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Councilmember Pfaller noted Mayor Shores and City Clerk Morlock were visiting the Dominican 
Republic to deliver an ambulance. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by HODGES to approve the minutes of the January 
18, 2005 regular meeting as corrected. 
 
YEA:  4. NAY:  0. ABSENT: 1.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by MATHEWS that the bills and accounts payable 
be allowed and the warrants issued.  
 
YEA:  4. NAY:  0. ABSENT: 1.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
                     BILLS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (02/07/05) 
 GENERAL FUND $178,340.34 
. MAJOR STREET FUND 25,790.67 
 LOCAL STREET FUND 15,367.15 
 DDA FUND 7,651.85 
 CITY HALL CONSTRUCTION FUND 300.00 
 AIRPORT FUND 1,632.39 
 WASTEWATER FUND 172,934.16 
 WATER FUND 9,420.95 
 EQUIPMENT FUND 4,898.98 
 CURRENT TAX FUND 195,681.93 
 LOOK FUND 3,092.46  
   LOWELL AREA TRAILWAY   1,035.00 
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Item #1.  PRESENTATION BY JUDY STRAUB, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE LOWELL 
AREA HISTORICAL MUSEUM. Judy Straub provided an update of activities at the museum.  It 
has been a very busy year.  Straub thanked the City Council as well as residents of the City for 
their support.  Preserving history provides a solid foundation for direction in the future.   
 
The museum opened its second phase, which included a dinning room, parlor, porch, garden, 
changing exhibits and a gift shop.  This was a success and great reviews have been received. 
 
As a way of saying thanks for the millage support, City residents are able to visit the museum free 
of charge the first Thursday of each month.  There are also a few other days throughout the year in 
which individuals can visit at no charge. 
  
Over the past year, a total of 996 artifacts were donated by 65 individuals.  The total collection is 
now over ten thousand artifacts.  The museum has an extensive collection of photographs as well 
as reference and obituary materials. 
 
The museum has been very active in promoting school tours as well as school programs.  The   
museum participated in the Riverwalk Festival, historic river and Main Street tours as well as 
Showboat exhibits.   
 
The museum has served approximately 6200 residents over the last year.  Currently, the museum 
is collecting stories from Lowell area residents. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Myers commented on the porch addition which is very attractive.  
 
Councilmember Pfaller asked if there were any financial reports which could be provided.  Straub 
responded yes.  However, the reports will look distorted, due the Capital Campaign. 
  
Pfaller asked if Straub had approached Lowell and Vergennes Townships for funds.  Straub stated 
this request was not done.  This is included in the strategic plan and will be pursued. 
 
No further information was provided. 
 
 
Item #2.  AMENDMENT TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT ORDINANCE – SET PUBLIC HEARING 
DATE (2/22).  The proposed ordinance amendment incorporates recent revisions to State Law 
requiring those applicants coming before the Historic District Commission for work on a historic 
building to certify the structure will have a smoke detector or fire alarm system.  
 
IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by HODGES to set a public hearing for February 22, 
2005 regarding the amendment to the Historic District Ordinance. 
 
YEA:  4. NAY:  0.  ABSENT: 1.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 



Page 3 
 Lowell City Council 

February 7, 2005 

 
 
 
 

Item #3.  OAKWOOD CEMETERY RULES AND REGUALTIONS AMENDMENT – 
REPURCHASE OF CEMETERY LOTS AND GRAVE SPACES. Under the current cemetery rules 
and regulations adopted by the City Council in February, 1992, the City pays 30% of the current 
price of lots or grave spaces to repurchase these.  At present, lot or grave space prices are $500 
for non residents and $250 for City residents per lot or space.  The proposed amendment provides 
a flat $100 to repurchase.  Thus, a benefit to the City residents is given establishing a uniform 
price. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MATHEWS and seconded by PFALLER to support the amendment to the 
Oakwood Cemetery Rules and Regulations repurchasing cemetery lots and grave spaces for $100 
each. 
 
YEA:  4. NAY:  0. ABSENT: 1. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Item #4.   REQUEST TO PLACE CITY PROPERTY FOR BID – 111 RIVERSIDE.  Jeff and Bif 
Altoft of 611 W. Main Street wished to purchase the adjoining vacant City lot to their business so 
that their kitchen and seating can be expanded as well as renovating the building. 
  
City Manager Pasquale spoke with Lowell Light and Power and Cable TV General Manager Tom 
Richards who requested the bid process be delayed for a meeting or two so that Light and Power 
can formally respond back.   
 
Jeff Altoft noted the property in question was approximately 38 X 40 feet.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Myers suggested the issue be taken under advisement and brought back to the 
March 7, 2005 meeting. 
 
 
Item #5.  REQUEST TO APPROVE SECONDHAND DEALER LICENSE – DAILY CASH OUTLET 
– 423 W. MAIN.  Police Chief Jim Valentine explained the request to establish a second hand 
dealer license.  Police Officer James Hinton reviewed the existing statutes with Scott Dienes from 
the City Attorney’s office and found that the City Council can issue a license to do business as a 
second hand dealer.  Valentine noted the business will report the local items purchased to the 
police.  
 
Valentine recommended approval of the request for a period not to exceed one year, at which time 
it will be considered for renewal.  The license can be revoked by the City if the license does not 
comply with the statute.  In addition, the dealer will be criminally liable for violating the statute. 
 
Councilmember Pfaller questioned how such a business would differ from the antique mall.  
Valentine stated the business would be purchasing items, while items at the mall are sold on 
consignment. 
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Councilmember Mathews asked if all items would be placed within the building.  Valentine stated 
the business would be allowed to display items outside as long as it is within the confines of the 
zoning ordinance. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Myers asked if the common terminology for such a business would be considered 
a pawn shop.  August Riehl of Daily Cash Outlet explained much of the regulations are the same.  
The business differs from a pawn shop in that they do not lend money on items which are brought 
into the store.  Items are bought and resold.  The outlet store will also carry new and used items. 
  
Myers questioned of the amount of inventory the business has to start.  Riehl stated the business 
has a few items.  He hoped the inventory would build quickly. 
 
Councilmember Mathews asked regarding the amount of extra work for the police department.  
Valentine did not believe the business would burden the department. 
 
Myers inquired if a public hearing could be held.  City Manager Pasquale stated there is nothing 
which indicates a public hearing is necessary. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY HODGES and seconded by PFALLER to approve the secondhand dealer 
license – Daily Cash Outlet – 423 W. Main for a period of one year. 
  
YEA:  4. NAY:  0. ABSENT: 1. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Item #6.  CITIZEN COMMENTS.  Dolores Alexander of 417 Foreman noted the snow from the 
sidewalks near Rite Aid along Main Street has not been cleared.  Police Chief Valentine stated the 
property owner should have been cited. 
 
 
Item #7.  COUNCIL COMMENTS.  Councilmember Mathews asked what happens if an individual 
does not clear snow from the sidewalk after being cited.  Pasquale explained the City would clear 
the sidewalk at the property owner’s expense. 
 
 
Item #8.  MANAGER’S REPORT.  City Manager Pasquale reported on the following: 
 
1. The following boards and commissions meetings minutes are provided for your information: 
 

• Planning Commission meeting of November 22, 2004 
 
2. Due to observance of President’s Day on Monday, February 21st, the next City Council 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 22, 2005. 
 
3. The annual meeting of the Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce will be held on Thursday, 

February 17, 2005 at Deer Run (6 p.m.) 
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Item #9.  APPOINTMENTS.  Mayor Pro Tem Myers noted the vacancy to the Local Officer’s 
Compensation Commission.  Pasquale noted Brian Doyle is interested in being reappointed to 
the Downtown Development Authority. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MATHEWS to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. 
 
DATE:       APPROVED: 
 
 
               
C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor    Betty R. Morlock, Clerk 
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